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CHEESE HEROIN

What is “cheese” heroin?

e “Cheese” heroinis a R e
deadly mixture of black P b T s
tar heroin and Tylenol PM, Ees
other cold medicines or
even “T-Bars”
(Xanax/Alprazolam).

e The drug is ground in a
powder, packaged in
notebook paper and sold
for $2 a hit.
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e |t is the most popular drug among Hispanic students in northwest and
North Dallas but its use has spread throughout the city and county.

e Although “cheese” heroin is only found in Dallas, it is part of a
nationwide trend of drug dealers using marketing new and “cute
sounding drugs to target children.
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Cheese By The Numbers

2 I children killed in Dallas County by “cheese” since January 2005.

2 3 5 children arrested for the drug since August 2005.
2 2 5 children in publicly-funded rehab since September 2005.
$44 5 43 9 public cost of rehabilitation.
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Timeline for a Silent Killer

e August 15, 2005 — DISD police catch
their first student with “cheese” heroin at
Thomas Jefferson High School.
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e April 24, 2006 — Karla Becerra, an 18-
year-old Pinkston High School student,
died from an overdose on “cheese” heroin
getting the attention of law enforcement
officials but almost none from the media.

e May 1, 2006 — Officials from the Dallas Independent School District
published a special intelligence brief about “cheese” heroin in the
Drug Enforcement Administration’s publication Microgram.

e Back then, officials reported 54 felony arrests and 24 found property
cases. They noted the drug was “popular among Hispanic juveniles,”
while the drug continued to kill and hook more young addicts.



CHEESE HEROIN

February 18, 2007

e Oscar Gutierrez, a 15-year-old Marsh
Middle School, was the 18th person
to die from “cheese” heroin.

e |t was not his first overdose on the
deadly drug.

e His death received media attention
and became a crucible for the city’s
Hispanic community.

e A series of “anti-cheese” and “anti-drug” rallies spearheaded by
concerned parents and activists were held throughout the city.

e Authorities created an “anti-cheese” task force prompting the arrests of
area heroin traffickers and local street dealers...but not before three
more children died from overdoses.
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Murder

e Fernando Cortez Jr., a 15-year-old freshman
from Molina High School, was the 19th person
to die from “cheese” heroin on March 31, 2007.

e Police arrested his sister’s 19-year-old boyfriend,
Deleon Vanegas Jr., on a first-degree murder
charge after an investigation revealed that
Vanegas bought heroin, mixed it up as “cheese”
and taught Cortez how to inhale it.

e The case remains pending in court.
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Body Dumped in Balch Springs

e Keridma Godina, an 18-year-old senior
from Spruce High School, was the 20th
person to die from “cheese” heroin on
April 18, 2007.

e Her body was left on the porch of one her
friends. Autopsy results confirmed she
was killed by of “cheese” heroin.

e She was good and studious girl with a
part-time job and dreams of becoming a
beautician until she made the wrong
friends during the last week of her life.

e Nicolas Rivas, 17, and Ramiro Herrera, 18 were arrested on abuse of
a corpse charges after an investigation revealed they were the ones
who dumped her body on the porch.
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Cheese Heroin in Print
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Cheese Heroin in Print
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Cheese Heroin on Television
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Mom speaks out after 'cheese’
claims son's life o= &

1252 PM CST on Weddnesday. Felauary 21, 2007

By REBECCA LOPEEX / WFAA-TY

DALLAS « &g the drsg known
ac "cheess” claimed another
young life Monday night, fears
that were already planted have
begun ta grow.

| Chasge 12 & combanatson of

| i herain and crushed over-tha-
| countar cold meadcation that
has bacome & thraat st many
school campuses across
Dallas.

The family of Oscar Gutierrez,
& 1E-pmar-old Dallas teen who
de=d Sunday after s long
struggle with the drug,
dascnbed the young boy's
last days a2 difficult A/ 25006 Mew drug craze hiks
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Concientizan en Dallas sobre el cheese

9 mayo 2007
Alarmante cifras de muertes por cheese

30 abril 2007
Inicia campana contra el cheese

26 abrl Z0O0O7
Exestudiante y vendedor de cheese

26 abril zo07
Exagente de la DEA habla sobre el cheese

24 abnl 2007
i0tra victima del cheese?

22 febrero 2007
Todos contra la droga llamada "cheese™
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Shop for Cheese

Ower 950 Gourmet Cheeses Fast
Shipping - Premier Quality

Wi igourmet.com

Tillamook Cheese

Special reserve cheeses, ice

cream, yogurt, gifts, and sampler

tillamookcheese .com/
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Cheese Heroin Receives National Attention
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The drug made many news beadines when i appeared in several
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Creation of Cheese
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Caon 17 afios la atrapd el ‘cheesa®

La vida da Ana emperd a v de mal en pécr desde que
fenila 13 &Nhs. A &3 edad tuvd Su prmer contaths con la
marniesns en 3 casa de un [CI'I'-I'."-EI"EI"."'. Le guistd Tanto
ouss siguid fumdndola durante todo un afio, hasta Que
armntrd una adecidon méas pobente con madicamentos
et 100 puBsden fer S00urdod con receta. A los 16 ahbs
eNdro en contao con ropas sun mas poderndsas, como
I3 cocaing, gus consagula con faclidad en su
preparatona
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Piden a escuelas de Dallas fortalecer medidas
para combatir drogas

Padres de famiia pderon a funcionarios del distrito
ascolar da Dallas (DISD) quae fortalezcan las medidas de
cepgundad en |58 escuslas para evitar & ingress y
COnEuUmD de droga en los planteles. En una reumdn
sfactuada aver, los padres de familia presentaron wna
serie de peticiones & las autondades, entre allas comprar
W aparaba pars examinar 1s droga, asi cofms perros
entrenados para Getectarla, Sugreron agragsr par o
menos res oficstes de sagundad en oz plantelas,
comprar 8 mstalar videocamaras en las escuslas v apoyar
wl programa Eve Spy, disefiado para denuncar a
pErsonas que vendan “cheess”, una mezela de heraina ¥
Telanal =M

ROBERTD M, SBANCHEZ &L DV

Esta adolescants cayd en las garras
dil 'Chewse', dhara estd an proceso
de rehabitaion, pero en las esoeslas
pueade haber niftos incluso menoees
con el mesmo drama

ROBERTO M. SBARCHEZ /AL DA

El ‘cheese’ g5 un fuerte desafio para
la gestion de Michael Hinojosa al
frente dal D150,
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Summer Break? Not in the Dallas County Juvenile Drug Court ...
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Redimidos por
tribunal juvenil
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Lawmakers Did Not Approve More Funds While Addiction Continues

Photo: Dallas Morning News

The family of Diego Martinez continues to struggle with “cheese” heroin almost a
year after his overdose death. Diego’s little brother George Martinez, age 14, (left)
was rushed to the hospital last week for a “cheese” heroin overdose when a truancy
court judge admonished him for not being able to stay awake for the hearing.






