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911 to Death Row_______________________________
A young, attractive couple  …

John Allen Rubio, 22 Angela Camacho, 23



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Three beautiful children …

Julissa Angela Quezada, 3

John Esthefan Rubio, 1

Mary Jane Rubio, 2 months



911 to Death Row_______________________________
A poor, but happy family …



911 to Death Row_______________________________
The incident:

• Brownsville Police Officer Efrain “Sonny” Cervantes (Badge Number 
5112) was on his way to a domestic disturbance call when he was 
flagged down by Maria Elena Alvarez and Jose Luis Rubio at 7:02 p.m. 
on Friday, March 11, 2003.

• Neither he nor anybody else was prepared for what awaited them inside 
Apartment 11 at 805 East Tyler Street. 

• The tiny, squalid apartment quickly became a major crime scene. 

• John Allen Rubio and Angela Camacho were held for questioning in the 
deaths of their three children. 



911 to Death Row_______________________________
A crime that shocked a city and the state …



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Tools for documenting an investigation:

• Police scanners

• 911 tapes/Video footage

• Eyewitness interviews

• Officials and press conferences

• Dispatch logs

• Incident Reports

• Supplements
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Other tools for documenting an investigation:

• Autopsy results/photos

• Written statements

• Video statements



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Two arrests:

• Both Camacho and Rubio were taken to the Brownsville police 
department where they gave chilling statements that were videotaped.

• Although the the couple gave varying accounts, both admitted to killing 
their three children and having sex afterwards.

• Both were arrested and charged with three counts of capital murder, 
making them eligible for the death penalty under Texas law.

• The couple was magistrated by Brownsville Municipal Judge Reynaldo 
Garza III who denied them bond. 

• The two were taken to the Cameron County Jail to await trial. 



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Tools for documenting the an arrest:

• Search warrant

• Criminal complaint

• Probable cause affidavit

• Arrest warrant

• Arrest report

• Jail log

• Mugshots

• Magistration

• Bond records

• Custodial death reports
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Like other counties, Cameron County posts their jail records on-line:



911 to Death Row_______________________________
The case took more than two years to move through the courts:

• A Cameron County grand jury indicted the couple with four counts of 
capital murder on April 16, 2003. 

• Camacho and Rubio each pleaded “not guilty” to the charges during their 
April 23, 2003 arraignment. 

• Judge Benjamin Euresti with the 107th state District Court ordered the 
couple to face separate trials in separate courts during a May 22, 2003 
decision. 

• Prosecutors successfully blocked a change of venue and announced they 
would seek the death penalty against both Camacho and Rubio in a
motion filed on June 5, 2003.  



911 to Death Row_______________________________
John Allen Rubio:

• Defense attorneys pleaded “insanity” and argued that police entered the 
couple’s apartment without probable cause.  

• Rubio’s 13-day trial began on October 20, 2003 creating a media circus. 

• Dramatic testimony from the trial included the couple’s transvestite 
roommate and his ex-prostitute and crack-addicted mother. 

• After less than one day of deliberations, a 12-person jury found Rubio 
guilty of three charges of capital murder. 

• Rubio asked for the death penalty during a statement where he asked to 
“join his children in heaven” and the jury gave him his wish during his 
November 7, 2003 sentencing.

• The Brownsville man has since filed an appeal on the case that is still 
pending. 



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Angela Camacho:

• Defense attorneys raised the issue of her nationality and argued that 
she was “mentally retarded” and “not competent” to stand trial.

• The also defense claimed “temporary insanity” and “post-partum 
depression.”

• The Mexican Consulate of Brownsville provided an attorney for 
Camacho’s defense with the sole purpose of fighting the death penalty. 

• A state report released April 29, 2005 revealed Camacho was not
mentally retarded and therefore eligible for the death penalty in Texas.

• Angela Camacho exchanged the death penalty for life in prison after she 
entered into a June 30, 2005 plea agreement. 



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Tools for documenting a court case:

• Grand jury indictment

• Arraignment

• Motions/Case files

• Hearings

• Orders

• Trial/Plea agreement

• Sentencing

• Appeal
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Outcome:

• John Allen Rubio is housed on death row at the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice’s Polunsky Unit near Livingston, Texas but is not 
immediately scheduled for execution.  

• Angela Camacho is serving a life sentence at the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice’s Gatesville Unit for women near Gatesville, Texas.  
Based on credit for time served before her plea agreement, she will be 
eligible for parole on March 12, 2043. 



911 to Death Row_______________________________
Tools for documenting prison time:

• Prison assignment

• Parole hearings

• Death row records

• Execution

• Custodial death report



• An anonymous person posted an engraving of the Virgen of Guadalupe 
on the door of the couple’s apartment shortly after the crime. 

• Brownsville residents flooded the apartment and childrens’ graves with 
flowers and toys. 

• Texas State Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. (D – Brownsville) sponsored and 
secured a state resolution to commemorate the children. 

• Authorities held a press conference after Camacho’s conviction and 
sentencing where they spoke of “closure” and “healing the city.”

• Cameron County District Attorney Armando Villalobos released the
couple’s apartment as a crime scene, but nobody has moved in. The 
children remain at their eternal resting place at the Roselawn Cemetery 
off Old Port Isabel Road in Brownsville. 

911 to Death Row_______________________________
Trying to find peace:






