911 to Death Row

Understanding Public Records Through The Camacho/Rubio Case
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A young, attractive couple ...

John Allen Rubio, 22 Angela Camacho, 23
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Three beautiful children ...

Julissa Angela Quezada, 3 Mary Jane Rubio, 2 months

L
John Esthefan Rubio, 1
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A poor, but happy family ...
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The incident:

e Brownsville Police Officer Efrain “Sonny” Cervantes (Badge Number
5112) was on his way to a domestic disturbance call when he was
flagged down by Maria Elena Alvarez and Jose Luis Rubio at 7:02 p.m.
on Friday, March 11, 2003.

e Neither he nor anybody else was prepared for what awaited them inside
Apartment 11 at 805 East Tyler Street.

e The tiny, squalid apartment quickly became a major crime scene.

e John Allen Rubio and Angela Camacho were held for questioning in the
deaths of their three children.
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A crime that shocked a city and the state ...
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Tools for documenting an investigation:

e Police scanners
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. ON THIS DATE, WHILE EN-ROUTE TO DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE CALL.
® D|Spatch |Ogs I WAS WAVED DOWN BY A MALE AND FEMALE (WHO WERE LATER IDENTIFIED AS
MARTA ELENA ALVAREZ 1-2-86, JOSE LUIS RUBIO 6-16-85) AT THE 1200 BLK OF
E MONROE. I ADVISED DISPATCH THAT I WAS BEING WAVED DOWN AT SAID
. LOCATION. I HAD PULLED OVER AND THE FEMALE TOLD ME IN SPANISH, !THE
L |nC|dent Reports BASTES ARE DEAD", AT THAT POTNT, THE MALE SUBJECT SPOKE UP AND SAID
WTHEY HAVE NO HEADS". I THEN ASKED THEM WHERE THIS WAS AT, AND THEY
TOLD ME IT WAS BY THE BOYS n GIRLS CLUB. BOTH WERE ASKED TO ENTER MY e
e Supplements 20033009404 =
P93 -
was made at approximately 11:45pm. Crime Scene investigators entered the apartment and took P T
preliminary photos of the crime scene. They exited the apartment and briefed us on what they saw. M B

Polaroid pictures were provided for us to view. Lt. Etheridge advised that Det. S.Lucio and me were to
go into the crime scene with crime scene investigator with J. Hernandez to get a view of what the crime
scene looked like and compare it to what the suspects were telling us. Upon entering the apartment T
there was a bed to the left side. On the floor by the bedside was an empty gallon bottle of water, which B
seemed to have blood on the handle. In this first room the floor was still wet. In the second room there [l B
was no visible blood. The third room was a long hallway. There was a table blocking the center of the [
hallway. On the table was a knife that was covered with blood and it also had hair. There was a door =
that made entry from the hallway to a bedroom. Before entering the bedroom there were two plastic -~
bagsonthcﬂoot,andinoneofthebagswasaromdobject.(Lateritwasﬁmndtobethehmdofbahy S adg]
John Rubio). Upon entering into the bedroom there was a bed to the right side. On the bed was the
decapitated body of a male baby. There was a box of trash bags beside the baby with approximately
three loose diapers around the baby. There was apparent stab wounds to the back of the baby’s body. L
There was a large bloodstain on the blue carpet in this room. Det. S.Lucio went to the kitchen and i Sl
shower area down the hall way and viewed blood on the kitchen floor and on the bathroom floor. He
also noticed that the rear door had been recently nailed shut. Det. S.Lucio via-portable radio contacted
Det. C.Ortiz and asked him to ask Ms. Camacha when the rear door was nailed shut. Det. C.Ortiz e ———
advised that Ms. Camacho stated that John did it today. She advised Det. C.Ortiz that John didn’t want PSS o
anyone or any bad spirits to come through the door. We later learned that he nailed the door shut before

he killed any of the babies.
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Other tools for documenting an investigation:

e Autopsy results/photos
e Written statements
e \Video statements
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TwO arrests:

Both Camacho and Rubio were taken to the Brownsville police
department where they gave chilling statements that were videotaped.

Although the the couple gave varying accounts, both admitted to killing
their three children and having sex afterwards.

Both were arrested and charged with three counts of capital murder,
making them eligible for the death penalty under Texas law.

The couple was magistrated by Brownsville Municipal Judge Reynaldo
Garza |1l who denied them bond.

The two were taken to the Cameron County Jail to await trial.
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Tools for documenting the an arrest:

e Search warrant BROWN ,
CUSTODIAL DEATH REPORT
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Like other counties, Cameron County posts their jail records on-line:

2} CAMERON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT - Microsoft Internet Explorer,
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The case took more than two years to move through the courts:

A Cameron County grand jury indicted the couple with four counts of
capital murder on April 16, 2003.

Camacho and Rubio each pleaded “not guilty” to the charges during their
April 23, 2003 arraignment.

Judge Benjamin Euresti with the 107th state District Court ordered the
couple to face separate trials in separate courts during a May 22, 2003
decision.

Prosecutors successfully blocked a change of venue and announced they
would seek the death penalty against both Camacho and Rubio in a
motion filed on June 5, 2003.
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John Allen Rubio:

Defense attorneys pleaded “insanity” and argued that police entered the
couple’s apartment without probable cause.

Rubio’s 13-day trial began on October 20, 2003 creating a media circus.

Dramatic testimony from the trial included the couple’s transvestite
roommate and his ex-prostitute and crack-addicted mother.

After less than one day of deliberations, a 12-person jury found Rubio
guilty of three charges of capital murder.

Rubio asked for the death penalty during a statement where he asked to
“join his children in heaven” and the jury gave him his wish during his
November 7, 2003 sentencing.

The Brownsville man has since filed an appeal on the case that is still
pending.
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Angela Camacho:

Defense attorneys raised the issue of her nationality and argued that
she was “mentally retarded” and “not competent” to stand trial.

The also defense claimed “temporary insanity” and “post-partum
depression.”

The Mexican Consulate of Brownsville provided an attorney for
Camacho’s defense with the sole purpose of fighting the death penalty.

A state report released April 29, 2005 revealed Camacho was not
mentally retarded and therefore eligible for the death penalty in Texas.

Angela Camacho exchanged the death penalty for life in prison after she
entered into a June 30, 2005 plea agreement.
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Tools for documenting a court case:

Grand jury indictment

Arraignment
Motions/Case files
Hearings

Orders

Trial/Plea agreement

Sentencing

Appeal
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Outcome:

e John Allen Rubio is housed on death row at the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice’s Polunsky Unit near Livingston, Texas but is not
immediately scheduled for execution.

e Angela Camacho is serving a life sentence at the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice’s Gatesville Unit for women near Gatesville, Texas.
Based on credit for time served before her plea agreement, she will be
eligible for parole on March 12, 2043.
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Tools for documenting prison time:
CUSTODIAL DEATH REPORT
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Trying to find peace:









